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HONORED
By Mike Stegmann

We are taught that the world works in cycles.
Seasons change from spring — summer — fal —
winter and back all over again. Life on Earth cycles
too. Some are short lived like insects that may only
live for a few days; other living organisms such as
turtles or trees may live for several hundred years.

Individuals thus memorialized had foresight
into the cycles of life.... In this way, others too
can be inspired and enlightened to live as a link
in the cycleson Earth.

When a life ends, we humans are able to
memorialize that life so that it continues to have an
impact on future generations (cycles of life). The
Marshall County Conservation Board is deeply and
humbly honored to be in a position to act as an
avenue to memorialize a life. It serves not only as
the memorial to an individual, but makes others
aware of the cycles of Earth.

Individuals thus memorialized had foresight into
the cycles of life, humanity, and Mother Nature.
Many times these were the determining factors for
those left behind to honor and memorialize them. In
this way, others too can be inspired and enlightened
to live asalink in the cycles on Earth.

On behalf of the Marshall County Conservation
Board, | take this opportunity to thank the many
individuals who are no longer in this world and the
people who memorialized them through the
operations of the MCCB. The individuals are too
numerous to list here, but 1 will list some of the
amenities left to inspire you to visit the natural
world. Without these people most of the items listed
would not be in existence in MCCB areas for you to
enjoy or utilize. Some of these things are as simple
as a bench to rest on and overlook a land feature or
a shade tree to sit under to think or just relax.
Flower beds are not only enjoyed by the people, but
the butterflies, bees, and hummingbirds find them
adequate for dinner. The new water garden by the
conservation center has, in its short existence, been
as popular as an attraction could be.

Cooperative ventures, in conjunction with and
beyond memorials, are plantings by the
Marshalltown Garden Club. The lowa DNR'’s
Trumpeter Swan Restoration Program, the MCCB,
and memorials directly add to rejuvenating life for a

species that once neared extinction.
Cont. on page 2
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Major land acquisitions made recently by the
MCCB would not have been possible without the
memorial contributions in the name of those who
loved the outdoors. Other used but not often seen
amenities include teaching tools for the MCCB EE
programming. AV equipment and web cameras that
provide for classroom teaching before venturing to
hands on activities outdoors came from those who
appreciated learning.

Coming soon, overlooking the conservation
center, will be the observation tower that has been
anxiously awaited for the last year. So you see, the
list goes on and on of things provided through
memorias that, in part, alow us to provide the
public with a small piece of the cycle of life. Once
again, we are honored to honor.

WINTER PROJECTS
By Marty Malloy

This winter we have alot of things planned for
the parks. One maor project will involve making
some pallet structures on the ice a Sand Lake. We
have been collecting pallets and block for quite a
while now, thanks to Marquat here in
Marshalltown. When the ice freezes thick enough
for us to safely get on it, we will start the building.
It has been over 10 years since the last magjor cover
has been put into Sand Lake. More recently we have
sunk some Christmas trees around the edge for the
past few years. The older pallet structure has
probably rotted away and not as useful to the fish as
it once was.

Until the ice gets thick enough, we have
several other smaller projects that will keep us busy.
Finishing the observation tower at Grimes Farm is
on the list and will be done soon, aong with
planting some prarie at the lowa River Wildlife
Area.

We are planning on building Wood Duck
boxes again as we do every winter. If you would

like some wood duck boxes please cal the
conservation center at 752-5490 and get on our list.
We are limiting people to two boxes. We give away
alimited number each winter so the earlier you call
the more of a guarantee you will get a couple. We
will aso check the nearly 200 wood duck boxes and
30 kestrel boxes that are throughout the county this
winter.

| wish everyone a safe and happy holiday
season and enjoy al of your outdoor activities this
winter.

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
By Jeremiah Manken

The harvest season is finaly in full swing with
the nice weather here to start November. This also
makes a great time to get out and view wildlife.
With al the fields getting combined, wildlife is
getting pushed out of the fields and becoming more
visible. Pheasants, deer, coyotes, and fox are the
main animals that | have seen more of with the start
of the harvest.

Keep your eyes and ears open and you never
know what you will end up seeing or hearing.

Along with the harvest in mid November it is
also the breeding season for White-tailed Deer, also
knows as the rut. Bucks can be easily seen running
through fields in the middle of the day chasing does.
They pay little attention to what is going on around
them which alows some great viewing while out
for a drive, walk, or a hike. This will last through
November and the rut will wind down by the start
of December.

December will bring along snow and this will
also make it easier to view all wildlife. Pheasants
can be seen taking cover under evergreen trees, deer
will be visible along field edges, and in the open
fields you might come aong a fox or coyote
hunting or just lying in the sun. So take advantage
of the nice days we have left and get out and enjoy
wildlife. Many of our parks offer great opportunities
to get out and walk atrail. Keep your eyes and ears
open and you never know what you will end up
seeing or hearing.



CALLINGALL

JUNIOR NATURALISTS

Are you aged 6 — 12 years? Have you attended
three conservation programs anywhere in the U.S.
in 2009? With just a little note taking you could
earn a colorful lowa Junior Naturalist Patch and a
Jr. Naturalist certificate! Log sheets are available at
the GrimesFarm & Conservation Center and
coincide with the calendar year.

A specid 2009 award presentation will be
made on Saturday, December 12 at 9:00 am. at the
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center for those
individuals who have compl eted the requirements to
date. Completed log sheets are encouraged to be
turned in prior to the event so preparations can be
made for the presentation.

%) PHOTO CONTEST REMINDER

Remember, youth and adult entries are
due by noon Friday, February 5, 2010! Think
Scenic, People Outdoors, and Native Wildlife.
Entries will be judged by a professional
photographer and one $20 gift certificate will be
awarded to the winning photo for each category.
Details available at MCCB office and website.
Go to www.co.marshall.ia.us Click departments
then click Conservation Board.

ATV & SNOWMOBILE

REGISTRATIONSDUE!

The deadline for 2010 registration renewals for
lowa owners of snowmobiles and al-terrain
vehicles (ATVS) is December 31, 2009, to avoid a
$5.00 penalty.

Kathy Baker, Marshal County Recorder,
reminds owners that they have the option to renew
these machines at any ELSI vendor or any County
Recorder’s Office. But, Marshall County residents
needing to register a snowmobile or ATV that is
"new to them"” must dill complete those
transactions at the Marshall County Recorder’s
Office. Other ELSI vendors cannot issue new
registrations. The Recorder’s Office is open from
8:00 am — 4:30 pm Monday through Friday.

Renewal fees charged at the Recorder’s Office
are $16.75 payable by cash, personal check, money
order, as well as Visa and MasterCard credit/debit
cards.

Legislation that changed this year is that casual
sales of ATVs, ORVs and snowmobiles are now
taxed -- in the same manner as boats. The buyer and
seller both need to sign a bill of sae that lists the
purchase price. To complete the transfer of the
vehicle, the buyer needs the vehicle title, the most
current registration, plus the bill of sde

Off-road utility vehicle (ORVSs) regulations
differ slightly from snowmobile and ATV renewals.
Although their 2009 registrations also expire on
December 31, 2009, ORV owners may only begin
purchasing 2010 ORV registrations beginning
December 15, 2009. ORVs ae commonly
marketed under brand names such as the “John
Deere Gator” or “Kawasaki Mule.” ORVs only
need to be registered if used on public ice or
designated riding areas. However, ORV owners are
advised to title their machines for ownership
identification purposes which costs $10.50.

For more information or questions, contact the
Marshall County  Recorder’s  Office a

641.754.6355, or the lowa Department of Natural
Resources at 515.281.8874. Remember that the
first time an ATV or snowmobile is registered to a
new owner that process must take place at the
Recorder’s Office.




THANK YOU!

Newsdletter collation: Edna Kirse, Kay Russell, Darlene & Paul
Maytag, Sharon Depew, Dianna Freiboth, Deloris York, Dorothy
Christensen, Jan Neisses, Reception Desk: Jm Fitz, Margaret
Kroener, Linette Tuttle, ElImer Kunkel, Mary & Lawrence Stewart,
Janet Johnson, Marilee Weatherman, Marian Hale, Lyn Rakowicz,
Bev Sloppy; Prairie Heritage Day: Edna Kirse, Kay Russell, Dena
Graff, Paul Maytag, Mary Halverson, Dianna Freiboth, Charlotte
McGinty, John Sievers, Sharon Depew, Ed Moore, Case Hegeman,
Norm Charlton, Margaret Kroener, Rachel Schrock, Tony Bradley,
David & Carla Young, Jonathon Kirner, Larry Duffy, Carrie Barr,
Joan Studts, Brenda Lindholm, Rod Plavets, Jeff & Myrna Overton,
Jan McGinnis, Thomas Kirner, Matt Ankrum, Marge Good, Doris
McCarty, Jan Jensen, Ed Savage, Jessica Bockenstedt, Jon, Julie, &
Haey Stahl, Paul Sams, Keith Niedermann, Irene Elsberry, Ed
Mason, Kalvin Kupka, Al Price, Don Dass, Chelsea Ewen, Tricia,
Stone, & Faith Schossow, Jm & Ben Fitz, Joyce & David
Bollhoefer, Bonnie Ohrt, Connie Allen, Dawn Bollhoefer, Sandy,
Acacia, & VanyaBrown, Bobbi Brandenburg, Allen & Jody Stevens,
Ray Steveson, Wayne Faas, Joe & Susie Pratt, Lee Skaar, Chris
Hilsabeck, Jessica Pille, Maureen Gale; EE Programming: Mark
Proescholdt, Carrie Barr, Saly Wilson, Max & Karen Bach, Dae
Weston, Megan Pixler; Linn Creek Trail Connection Donations:
lowa Valley Bicycle Club, Wells Fargo Foundation, Doug/Charyl
Finders, Conrad/Margaret Dejardin, Edna Kirse, Allen/Nita
Fagerlund, Bethany Currie, Irene Elsberry, Dr. John/Janet Collison,
Charlene  Mayer, John/Mildred Stubbs, Steven/Karen Hoall,
Clinton/dulie Francisco, Leland Wiseman, Darryl/Marlis Horgen,
Steven/Karen Mroz, James/Linda Y ork, Richard/Susan Breed,
Richard/Barbara McBride, Glenn/Sharon Depew, Leroy/Anne
Schulte, Darryl/Dee Peter, Karen Roessler, Kent/Barbara Geffe,
MauriceMayer  Match, Marshalltown  Orthopaedics, Joa
LaVille/Terry Mercer, Alliant Energy, Jim Sinning Memorial,
Neal/Dianne Rinehart, Matt/Kimberle Schryver, MEGA 10,
Community Foundation NE lowa, Perry Pearson Memoridl,

Terrence/Kathleen Briggs, Patrick Lynott, Dana/Ann Breder,
Carol/Russdll Hibbs, Joel Greer, John/Ellen Bergman, Marshalltown
Rotary Foundation, Greg Pepper, Hy-Vee, We're sorry if we
inadvertently missed anyone and want to thank you too.
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NATURE STORY HOUR
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
(2359 2339 Street)
December 2 & 16
January 6 & 20
February 3& 17
Preschoolers and their adult(s) areinvited to listen to
fun nature stories, take awalk, and explore nature's
wonders on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month.

10:00 — 11:00 a.m.

UNCLE IKE NATURE PROGRAM
(Grades 1-5, Family members welcome)

Celebrate 26 years with Uncle Ikes! This award-
winning program is FREE and is co-sponsored by the
MCCB and the 1zaak Walton League to provide
enjoyable environmental learning experiences. “Nature
Through the Looking Glass’ isthe theme for this
year's program which meets monthly October — April.

“Light Up the Season”
Saturday, December 12, 9—11am.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
(2359 233" t.)

Create ornaments from old sweaters, socks, and
other found objects with an Earth-friendly message.

“IceisNice’
Saturday, January 9, 9-1lam.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
Make snowflakes and icicles that don't melt and
discover things about ice and snow you never knew.

“Don’t Takeit for Granite’
Saturday, February 13, 9—-11am.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
What'sin arock? It will become
crystal clear when you join uson a
scavenger hunt, make your own edible rock, and create
rock art.

JUNIOR CONSERVATIONISTS

(Grades6 —8)

Third Wednesday of the month 2:45—5:00 p.m.
Please call 752-5490 for permission dlip and to register.

“Making Music”

December 16

GrimesFarm & Conservation Center

Create musical instruments from found objects to mimic

animal sounds.
“Cold Play” (Icefishing—dresswarmly)
January 20
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
Dresswarmly; we'll head to anearby pond to learn
how to icefish.
“Trickle, Babble, Warble & Roar!”
February 17
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
Explore the sounds water makes and recreate the
sounds with found objects.

WINTERFEST

Saturday, January 9 1-4p.m

Green Castle Recreation Area

Gander Lookout Shelter (1 mi. S. of Ferguson)
Celebrate winter! Bring the family for an afternoon

of winter fun: cross-country skiing, snowshoeing,

skating, ice fishing, snow scul pture, and snow bowling.

Please bring your own sleds and skates. Skis,

snowshoes, instruction, and hot chocolate will be

available at Gander Lookout. Activitieswill run

continuously & will kick off with a Sled Dog

demonstration from 1:00—1:30 p.m.

M AGNIFICENT MONARCH JOURNEY
Thursday, Jan. 21 7:00 p.m.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center

Have you ever wondered where the monarch
butterflies go in winter? Join MCCB naturaist Diane
Pixler as she highlights her trip to Mexico to see millions
of over-wintering monarchs.



BROWN BAG BUNCH

Bring your lunch and join the naturalist for
programs at the GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
thiswinter from 11:30 am. — 1:00 p.m.

Thurs, Jan. 19 Utah! with Ed Siems

Tues., Feb. 18 History of lowa Forests with Joe Herring

AMATEUR ASTRONOMERSOF

CENTRAL IOWA

Friday, February 12 7:00 p.m.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
“Messenger Mission to Mercury, It’sreally cool”

Elwynn Taylor, Biologica Meteorologist at lowa
State University, is a charter member of the Solar
System Ambassadors Program of NASA-JPL.
Hewasinvolved in theinitia calibration, data
acquisition/analysis, and imagery production for our first
Geo-stationary environmental satellite. He was a project
officer and Sky Lab Team Member.

Elwynn learned to heat his house for 1/10 the
amount that everyone else has spent. And in the summer
he can air condition his house to total comfort for 1/10
the price his neighbors pay. He saysit is not magic, just
simple physics of emissivity. It isthat smple physics
that allows sensitive electronics on the Messenger space
craft to survive in close proximity to the sun.

%) Oth ANNUAL

PHOTO CONTEST
AWARDS/CHILI SUPPER
Thursday, February 18 6-7 p.m.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
Join usfor chili, a showing of this
year's great entries, and the
announcement of the winning entries.
Advance tickets are $3 for adults and
$1 for children 12 and under. Tickets at
the door will be $5 for adults. Come and view some
great photos of naturein Marshall County and enjoy a
good meal with good company.

WOODWORKING FOR WILDLIFE
Saturday, Feb. 20 9:30-11:30a.m.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center

Think spring, bring your hammer and
make a difference for wildlife. Participants
can build a wren, bluebird, wood duck, or
bat house. Preregister by Wednesday,
February 17 by calling 752-5490. Specify the type of
house you wish to build. Space is limited. Donations for
materials will be accepted.

WINTER HOURSAT
NATURE CENTER

The GrimesFarm & Conservation Center will

be changing to winter hours for the months of
December, January, and February. Week day hours
will be Monday — Friday 8:30 am. — 4:00 p.m. On
Saturday the center will be open from 9:00 am. —
Noon on December 12 and 26, January 9, and
February 13 & 20.

DEER ANTLER SCORING
Tuesday, February 23 7:00-9:00 p.m.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
Bring in newly harvested or old whitetail deer
antlers to be measured
by an officia scorer.
Learn general guidelines
for antler measuring and
work one-on-one with a
scorer to find out if you
have a set of trophy caliber antlers.

BALD EAGLE DAYS
Feb. 21; Noon —4 p.m. Saylorville Reservoir
515/276-4656 ext. 6509

March 6; 10a.m.—5p.m. LakeRed Rock &

Central Collegein Pella  641/828-7522 ext. 6430
Discover more about this majestic national symbol

and view eagles, which may bein the area. Sponsored by

DNR Wildlife Diversity and Army Corp of Engineers.

TEACHERSTAKE NOTE!
Descriptions of Environmental Education activities
are now available on the
Marshall County Conservation Website.
Goto
www.co.mar shall.ia.us/departments/conser vation.

On the left side navigational bar, click on teacher’s
resources to find grade appropriate activities to
reinforce your classroom studies.




