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A NEW LOOK
By Mike Stegmann
This past spring, with the heavy rains
experienced during the weekend of April 25, flash
flooding occurred throughout central lowa. As a
result, the Marshall County Conservation Board
experienced significant sedimentation at the Grimes
Farm and Conservation Center. Fortunately, no
damage occurred inside the building however the
flowerbeds in front of the facility were destroyed.

With the damage that occurred and repairs
needed, the MCCB staff took the opportunity to
completely renovate and re-landscape the area.
Memoria funds from Jim Sinning, Perry Pearson
and David Trowbridge were used to install a water
garden and stepping stone path near the building's
main entrance. The waterfall and small pond act as
a magnet to visitors who stop to look for the
bluegills in the water or just enjoy the sound of the
water. In the flower bed itself a stepping stone walk
was created that will allow visitors to detour from
the main sidewalk and get closer to the plants.

To replace those lost in the flooding, some of
the native prairie plant seedlings were donated by
the Marshalltown Garden Club and Swift
Greenhouses. This flower bed also serves as a
Monarch Butterfly Way Station supplying nectar to
the insects as they migrate south in the fall. Wood
chips that were used to mulch the beds were made
in house with the used chipper the MCCB
purchased from the Secondary Road Department.
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While viewed as a natural disaster, events like
the flash flooding can, in the long run, be a blessing
in disguise. Such was the case in this renovation. If
you have never taken the time to visit the
Conservation Center please do so. If it has been a
while since your last visit please make a return trip
to see the improvements. The Grimes Farm
Conservation Areais open 5:30 am. to 10:30 p.m;
conservation center building hours are M-F 8:30
am. —4:00 p.m. and Saturdays 9 -noon.

THE POLESARE IN!
By Marty Malloy

Fall has arrived and it is now time to start on the
huge project that has been in the works for the past
few years. The poles have been set on the hill west
of the conservation center and we have now begun
construction of the new observation tower. It will be
three stories high, with a large deck constructed 33
feet off the ground. The large poles set for the tower
are buried 14 feet in the ground. Fourteen feet is a
very deep hole for those of you who haven't looked
down in the ground that far!

Finalizing this project may take longer than this
fall. We hope to have it up and usable sometime
early next spring. | can’t wait to figure out just how
far you can see from the top when it is compl ete.

We do ask that while in the construction mode
you stay away from the tower site. We will have it
fenced off for safety reasons. But get your
binoculars bought because once this huge attraction
iscomplete | will be encouraging all of you to come
out and take a look at the surrounding landscape
from high in the sky.

GREEN CASTLE UPDATES

By Jeremiah Manken

Thought | would start off by catching everyone
up on what is happening at Green Castle. In the last
newsletter | talked about the wild swan that came to
Green Castle and a hope for young. The day the
newsletter came out, the wild swan flew the coop
and we haven't seen him since. There is just the
female swan and a young from last year still hanging
around. So as of now, | will not make any
predictions on what is to come with the swans. We
will just have to wait and see.

Now with the summer on the downhill side, al
the young wildlife are preparing for fall. The young
bison is doing very well and growing up fast.
Watching him run through the pasture is fun to
watch and makes me think about what the prairie
was like 150 years ago. The young geese are flying
now and testing their wings for the fall migration.
Young deer can also be seen toward evening and
watching them grow all summer isalso asiteto see.

With the summer months coming to an end and
fall fast approaching, the temperatures will begin to
get more comfortable. With the nicer temperatures it
will be more enjoyable spending time outdoors.
Prairies are in bloom now and a beautiful site to see;
nature has so much more to offer. So if you haven't
been to one of the parks lately or taken a drive on a
country road, get out and enjoy what nature has to
offer.

WANTED: APPLES

Each year at Prairie Heritage Day, volunteers
demonstrate how apple cider is pressed and give out free
samples of the sweet refreshment. Many bushels of
apples are needed to provide for the large crowd
expected at the popular Prairie Heritage Day Celebration
on Saturday, September 26 at the GrimesFarm.

Do you have surplus apples to donate for this
specia event? If so, | can arrange for volunteers to
pick them. Please contact Diane Pixler at 752-5490
if you can help us. Thanks.




PARTING WORDS

By Chelsea Ewen

It's coming on the end of August and the
promise of another summer is amost gone.
However, | will carry with me memories from
Marshall County Conservation Board long after
summer has passed. | can't thank everyone enough
for al of their encouragement and support during
my internship experience. A specia thank you is
owed to Naturalist Diane Pixler for all of her
helpful suggestions which will be invaluable for my
future career as anaturalist.

| think my most memorable experience from
this summer would have to be preparing for camps.
It was a lot of work, but definitely worth it. The
kids are ablast to work with and | think | had just as
much fun as they did! | also enjoyed meeting and
talking to all of the wonderful people who attended
programs or stopped in the Nature Center.

| will be returning to lowa State this fall to
finish out my Bachelor’s degree in Animal Ecology.
| will graduate this spring and can’'t wait to get
started with my own career in the natural resources
field. Good luck to all of the MCCB staff with their
fall projects! | promise to stop by often to say “hi”
and see how you all are doing!

BACK TO SCHOOL
By Kyle Bales
This summer has been a great experience for
me. | have not only learned about maintenance of
conservation areas, but | have aso learned a lot
about prairie and invasive plants that will help me
advance in the conservation field.

| loved working for Marshall County
Conservation and intend to continue studying and
preparing for the career that | plan to have in
conservation. My summer is over, but | will carry
the experience with me forever.

HELP WANTED

Volunteering can be a fun activity for you or
your family.

We will be holding Prairie Heritage Day in
conjunction with Marshaltown’s Oktemberfest on
September 26 from 2:00 — 5:.00 p.m. a the
GrimesFarm. Would you like to help with a pioneer
times activity?

Don® miss the fun! Call 752-5490 as soon as
possible.

Naturalist intern Chelsea Ewen and her
completed Herbal Medicine drawer in the
Discovery Table.

Chelsea enhanced the Prairie Soil Profile
display by painting in more roots and adding text to
the panel.

Stop by the Center and see the changes made to
several displays.
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THANK YOU!

Collating Newdletter: Edna Kirse, lvadeen Proffitt,
Dorothy Christensen, Kay Russell, Bob Dunham,
Kayann Lowry, Dena Graff, Charlotte McGinty,
Paul & Darlene Maytag, Diana Freiboth, Jan
Neisess; Reception Desk: Margaret Kroener,
Linette Tuttle, Marian Hale, Denny Eige, Kathy
Waterman, Jan Jensen, Janet Johnson, Bev Sloppy,
Deloris York, Marian Flora; EE Programming:
Ivadeen Proffitt, Carrie Barr, Karen Bach, Dean
Elder, Jim Maxted, Robert Chandler, Janey Swartz,
Sally Wilson, Cindy Mateer, Chris Hilsabeck, Eliza
Smith, Claire Runquist, Mona & Quinten Kilborn,
Garry Brandenburg, Linda Barnes, Maria Maher,
John Hall; Maintenance: Marge Good, Mick Good,
Francine Thompson, Audrey Lutes, Kathy EIliff;
Trust Account Donations: Jim Sinning memorial,
Perry Pearson memorial, David Trowbridge
memorial, Marshaltown Garden Club, Morning
Optimist; James/Linda Y ork.

If we have inadvertently missed someone, our
thanks to you too.
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MARSHALL COUNTY
CONSERVATION BOARD

M—-F 8:00-4:30

CONSERVATION CENTER HOURS

M -F 8:30-4:00 Saturday 9:00- Noon
(641) 752-5490
Email: mccb@co.marshall.ia.us
Web Site: www.co.marshall.ia.us/departments/conservation

BOARD MEMBERS
Jerry Gaffney James Fitz
Elmer Kunkel Jeffrey Mathis

Bill Martin
STAFF
Mike Stegmann Director
Diane Pixler Naturalist
Ruth Pearson Adm. Assistant
Marty Malloy M aintenance Super visor

Jeremiah M anken M aintenance Technician




NATURE STORY HOUR

September 2 & 16 10:00 a.m.

October 7& 21

November 4 & 18

GrimesFarm & Conservation Center

(2359 - 2339 )

Preschoolers & their adult(s) are invited to listen to
fun nature stories, take awalk, and explore nature®
wonders. Join us on the first and third Wednesdays
each month.

SALUTE TO SONG BIRDS

September 5— November 5

GrimesFarm Conservation Center

Vigit thisinteractive exhibit dedicated

to songbirds. This traveling exhibit is open during
Conservation Center hours, Mon. — Fri. 8:30 am. —
4:00 p.m. & Sat. 9—Noon

MONARCH TAGGING

Thursday, September 10

6:00-7:00 p.m.

GrimesFarm & Conservation Center

Where do monarch butterflies go in winter?
Through the Monarch Watch tagging program many
discoveries about monarchs are made. Help us tag
monarchs. Bring a net if you have one. Some nets
available.

STAR GAZING

Sept. 11 - Milky Way Highlights

Oct. 9 —Fall Constellations

Half hour after sunset

Dean Memorial Observatory, Green Castle

The Amateur Astronomers of Central lowa (AACI)
invite the public for atelescopic view of the night
sky. For information contact Jim Bonser at
641/751-8744.

JUNIOR CONSERVATIONIST
(Grades6—8)

Third Wednesday of the month: 2:45-5:00 p.m.
Please call 752-5490 for permission dlip

and to register

“On TheWing”

Sept. 16 - GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
We'll kick off our “Nature’' s Playlist” theme by
painting a bird wingspan mural and explore the
Salute to Songbirds display

“TakeFlight”

Oct. 14 - GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
Let’s put the finishing touches on our wingspan
mural and create abirding zip line.

“EggMeOn”

Nov. 18 - GrimesFarm & Conservation Center
Investigate bird eggs and nests to discover who's
home..

PRAIRIE

HERITAGE DAY
Saturday, September 26

2-5p.m.
Grimes Farm (2359 233"% t.)
Celebrate Oktemberfest and participate in pioneer
crafts and skills: candle dipping, rope making, cider
pressing, buffalo chip throw and more.

BROWN BAG BUNCH

Bring your lunch or snack and alawn chair and join
the naturalist for an informal program or leisurely
walk.

Wednesday, Sept. 30 Hawk Watch
10:00 am. —Noon (Bring chair &
Grammer Grove binoculars)

Friday, Oct. 16 Songbird Salute
11:30 am. — 1:00 p.m.

GrimesFarm

Thursday, Nov. 5 The Tree Doctor
11:30 am. — 1:00 p.m. by Joe Herring
GrimesFarm DNR Forester



CANOE & COOK
Saturday, October 3
Furrow Accessto Three Bridges

Enjoy a short float on the lowa River by canoe or
kayak followed by an outdoor cooking
demonstration at Three Bridges. Pre-registration is
required by Wednesday, September 23 by calling
752-5490. Bring your own canoe or kayak or
reserve through us (single kayak $22.50, double
kayak or canoe $27). Cost for cooking demo is $4
per person.

UNCLE IKE NATURE PROGRAM
(Grades 1-5, Family members welcome)
Celebrate 26 years with Uncle Ikes! This award-
winning program is FREE and is co-sponsored by
the MCCB and the Izaak Walton League to
provide enjoyable environmental learning
experiences. “Nature Through the Looking Glass’
isthe theme for thisyear’s program that meets
monthly October — April.

“Third Ever Naturally Awesome Decathlon”
Saturday, October 10 9-11am.
Grimes Farm (2359 233rd Street, Mar shalltown)
Kick off the new year with this unique natura
decathlon. Try the cheetah dash, kangaroo hop and
more.

“Crystal Clear Days and Nights’

Saturday, November 14 9-11am.
GrimesFarm & Conservation Center (2359
2339 t)

We'll look for migrating birds, clouds, stars &
pollution.

2009-2010 PHOTO CONTEST

Picture the striking contrast of sunlight beaming through
towering clouds of a thunderstorm, the shocked
expression of atoddler catching their first fish, or wood
duck ducklings emerging from a nest box. Each of these
scenes last but afew brief moments. We have al beenin
the right place at the right time only to say “wish | had
my camera.” Well for those of you who did have camera
in hand and captured that moment here is your chance to
show it off. The MCCB is holding its ninth annual
natural resource/conservation photo contest. The entry
deadlineis February 5, 2010. A contest rule sheet may
be picked up at the nature center or is available at our
website.

A Saluteto Songbirds I nteractive Exhibit

September 5— November 5

Join Marshall County Conservation as they
host a traveling exhibit dedicated to songbirds.
Adults and children alike will love this informative
and interactive exhibit featuring a giant bird’s nest,
wheel of flight, “Name That Tune” bird song
recordings, and fascinating bird facts. The display
also educates visitors with beautiful photographs
and informative panels while addressing topics like
the challenges facing migratory songbirds today and
how to create an area that will attract songbirds to
your backyard.

This display was developed for the Effie Y eaw
Nature Center in California and was brought to
lowa by funding from the REAP-CEP (Resource
Enhancement and Protection — Conservation
Education Program) and lowa Trust for Locd
Conservation with the support of Black Hawk
County Conservation Board and the Friends of
Hartman Reserve in Cedar Falls, lowa.

A Saluteto

Songaras




